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458 Tafsir b Kitla
iHegally devours.»

Muslim collected this Hadith,'!

Abu Sa’id said, *During the time of the Messenger of Allil
#, a man was struck by disaster because of firuits that 1
bought, causing him extensive debts. The Prophet §& said,

i il
wCaime hin charity .
The people did that but the amount collected did not cower o
debts. The Prophet g5 said to the man’s debtors,
wll3 S| 433 1 RS G 1idde
1 Take what was collected, you
Muslim eollected this Hedith, ™

0 B meothing Beyond Bhat.o

In the Cause of Allih

In the cause of Allah s exclusive for the benefit ol 1l
bghters in Jihad, who do not receive compensation fronf i),
Muzlim Treasury

Ibn As-Sabil (Wayfarer)

Ibn As-Sabil is a term used for the needy traveler in a b
where he does not have what helps him continue his trip. The
type has a share in the Zakah for what suffices him to e
his destination, even if he had money there. The same is 111
for whoever intends to travel from his area but does net luo
enough money. This type also has a share in the Zakdah mes
to suffice for his trip and back. This is proven in the Ayaf o
well as the following Hadith, Imams Abu Dawud amd 1
Mijah recorded that Ma‘mar said that Zayd bin Aslam ol
that ‘A’ bin Yasar said that Abu Sa%d Al-Khudri sad il
the Messenger of Allah # said,

Sl GEEB 25 5 o b canind Yt S o
e il g e 0% e il wan s g B 5l
wSadagatt is not rightful for o wealthy person except e fiv

o Mem 2T (i 458, $8E D) 556 (2083), 098 4)

2._’.-’4:. l lU;..CQ-‘,:w
s er sl ast ey Uk rli K ol
by, @2 U A 33 U s Ker gt P
ely; ‘v‘fdlb:/%-g‘/"z plle Fhr

880 aB 526 (a0dH&R)

%, 5O5IP0 &rg IB0 TO1S® &R,0W. &050
VEDHS® (TR 20B8S EPG T DEB. TAY Ho§om
T TAOS” ©IB0T . ROARS” T, BASFE
26 10 HoPereom S0Bowedd. P& B D
BIMTHS EOAS T & S5 K00Q T wotrd.
[k (2 F80 1432 $chodyod. ey 700 doSSore
B0 (@0dS b 2b. BIS* D HDOT (et
5rg0c?) a8 SRS SIS vk e ISE, DS ABc0ES
Gy TGS’ Gob. R0HA VT Ko FEH B
@) TS VOGS DES® BrEod.

In the Cause of Allah is exclusive for the
benefit of the fighters in Jihad, who do not
receive compensation from the Muslim
Treasury. (®eps» 50806° @08 SH00 PGPS
0B HOFTBO WOLD HDN2RAD (F8, F500&
BREHe) HABPSHO BIBE 51J9g55D)

esr{zyy’ 2011

FoBe~ld

35



BP0HS 08'8d (Q0HR)

Surah Al-Taubah : 9: 60 414

not have a share in this head too — except that his present holdings
may be insufficient for the needs of Jihad or Hajj he is going to under-
take. Call him rich because he has property above the nisab. In fact,
such a person has been called rich in Hadith. But, in the final analysis,
he too turns out to be a poor and needy person in terms of the amount
of funds he needs for Jihad or Hajj — and this he does not have with
him! Shaykh ibn Humam has said in Fath al-Qadir: The words used to
describe recipients mentioned in the verse of Sadagat prove that they
deserve what they do on the basis of poverty and need. The words for
the poor and the needy are obvious by themselves. Other words used
for freeing of slaves, releasing from debt, in the way of Allah and for
the wayfarer also suggest that they receive shares to alleviate their
needs. However, those employed to collect Sadagat receive their share
in return for the services rendered by them. Therefore, in that, the
rich and the poor are equal. This is similar to what has been briefly
mentioned earlier under the category of ‘those in debt.” A person owes
a debt of Rupees ten thousand.! He has Rupees five thousand with
him. He can be given Zakah up to Rs. Five thousand, because the
funds he has with him will be taken as not with him due to the debt.

A word of Caution

The literal meaning of f1 sabilillah is very general and very com-
mon. Anything done for the good pleasure of Allah is included under fi
sabilillah in the light of this popular sense. Unfortunately, there are
people who wish to understand the Qur'an through a literal transla-
tion alone. They would skip the explanations and statements of the
Holy Prophet ., +ie dit L= and ignore the sayings of major commenta-
tors. As a result, they fall into error, One such error shows up when
they look at f7 sabilillah and find it spacious enough to accommodate
evervthing they fancy. Under this head of Zakah, they have included
everything that is considered to be good or religious. Under this um-
brella, they have included the building of mosques, religious schools,
hospitals, inns, even the provision of public services like wells, bridges
and roads. Then, they do not seem to forget the salaries and contin-
gent expenses of the institutions of public service. All these, they in-
clude under 1 sabilillah and declare them to be worth receiving Zakah
funds. This is absolutely wrong and very much against the consensus

[

1. Approximately a little less than $200.

1]
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eight recipients in the Quran becomes (God forbid) totally redundant.
So does the statement of the Holy Prophet L., e )l Lo cited earlier
where he said that Allah Ta‘ala has not delegated the authority to de-
termine the recipients of Sadaqgat even to a prophet, in fact, He has
Himself determined the eight categories of its recipients. This tells us|:
that the element of universal application visible to an unaware person
from a literal translation of fi sabilillah (in the way of Allah) is not
what Allah means. Instead, it means what stands proved from the
words of the Holy Prophet L., ule dil Lo and the related clarifications of
the Sahabah and the Tabi‘in,

4]
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of the Muslim Ummah. This ig something already decided clearly and
categorically. There are statements of the noble Sahabah, the direct
disciples of the Holy Prophet o, «ls il Ls. They had learnt and under-
stood the Qur'an from him. Then, there are explanations of this ex-
pression passed on to us from the most learned authorities from
among the Tabi‘in. All of them restrict the expression to Hujjaj and
Mujahidin.

It appears in a Hadith that someone had given a camel as religious
endowment in the way of Allah (f1 sabilillah). For it, the Holy Prophet
oy ele dll Lo said: ‘Use this camel to carry Hujjaj (Hajj pilgrims) on
their journey.’ (Al-Mabsut, Al-Sarakhsi, p. 10, v. 3)

Imames Ibn Jarir and Ibn Kathir are known exegetes who limit
themselves to explaining the Qur'an through Hadith reports only. They
both have particularized fi sabilillah with mujahidin and hujjaj who do
not have the wherewithal necessary for Jihad or Hajj. As for jurists
who have ineluded students in religion or servants of good causes in
this category, they have done so subject to the condition that they
should be poor and needy. And it is obvicus that the poor and the
needy are in themselves the first among the recipients of Zakah. Even
if they were not included under the sense of fi sabilillah, still they
would have deserved receiving Zakah. But, no one from among the four
Imams and jurists of Muslim Ummah ever said that expenditures on
institutions of public welfare, building of mosques and religious
schools and the rest of their functional needs are included under the
head of Zakah disbursements. In fact, they have made it very clear
that spending Zakah funds for this purpose is impermissible. Jurists
from different schools of Islamic jurisprudence have written about it in
great details. The names of some of them are being given as follows:
Hanafi jurist Al-Sarakhsi in al-Mabsut [p. 202,v, 2 and Sharh al-Siyar [p,
244, v. 4], Shafi‘ jurist Abu ‘Ubayd in Kitab al-Amwal, Maliki jurist
Dardir in Sharh Mukhtasar al-Khalil [p.181, v. 1] and Al-muwaffaq in
al-Mughni.

Other than the clarifications from authorities of Tafsir and jurists
of Islam referred to earlier, a little thought over this matter will help
us understand the problem quickly. Let us think for a moment, If this
field of Zakah was so all-embracing that it could accommodate spend-
ing on every act of worship and virtue, then, the identification of these
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i ———— to one another. 2. A hadeeth explains the needy (miskeen, pl.
2 His Messenger  (i%) (from > o = 2 masakeen). The Messenger of Allah 5, said: “A miskeen is not
f' alms). We implore Allah (to 4.'»11{ JL 'L;l ﬁl_,.u_u | the one who goes around asking for a morsel or two, or a date,
enrich us).” Lo | but a person who has neither enough to make him independent
i '@k;.)}“‘) | of help from others nor is he considered destitute enough to be
60. As-Sadagar (here it means TJ” _I,;j'l |L..=L ‘ﬁ given charity, nor does he ask others for help.” - (Saheeh-ul-
Zakat — obligatory charity) are =) Bulchari, hadeeth 1479 and Saheeh Muslim, hadeeth 101-(1039)).

only for the Fugara''! (needy), Lr‘l""'
and Al-Masakin (the poor) and

AT UK-JL- '

ey

those employed to collect (the t..:!ls_:]'l a5 f‘.';f u.!;ﬂ\
funds); and to attract the hearts <t v PR
of those who have been inclined A ‘-}‘-“:“' 2 "3','4’_") 'y
(towards Islam); and to free the -~ 423 4 .of7
captives; and for those in debf; 2 = f‘j g;
and for Allah’s Cause (ie. for @i.?_"’—_q;‘h,lp)‘b

Mujahidin — those fighting in a

holy battle), and for the

wayfarer'*| (a traveller who is cut
| off from everything); a duty
| imposed by Allih. And Allih is
| All-Knower, All-Wise.

5=
.y P

=

« D

"To forestall any likely objection or wrangling over the
distribution of charity, this verse specifies the categories of men
who deserve charity. Charity here means the legally prescribed
charity (ie. zakah). The charity shall be spent on the eight
categories mentioned here. It is not right to spend it in any
other avenue except those eight mentioned here.

“'Here is a brief explanation of the eight categories: 1, fugara’
(the poor). The poor (fugara’) and needy (miskeen) are similar

& 30 ®

But a narration of Ibn ‘Abbas defines miskeen as a mendicant,
a beggar, who presses others, asking importunately for alms,
while a fageer is he who, despite his penury, refrains from
asking others for help. - (Ibn Katheer). 3. Wal-‘amileen means
state officials who collect, distribute and keep account of zakah
contributions. 4. Wal-mu'allifati qulubuhwm: this category refers
to disbelievers who are inclined to Islam, and if helped, may
hopefully convert to Islam, new Muslims who need support to
keep steady in faith, and people who, in case they are helped,
can hold in check the people of their area from launching
attacks on Muslims and thus provide shelter to the weak
Muslims living in their neighborhood. This wealth may be spent
on them even if they are well-to-do. 5. Freeing the captives,
meaning to pay the price for a slave, partially or wholly, so that
he shall be free. 6. Wal-gharimeen: under this category come
the debtors who borrowed money to support their families but
have neither enough money nor enough goods to sell them
away to pay off their loans, those who stood surety for other
borrowers who have defaulted but are now unable to pay off
the loans, or those who ran into debt through loss of business
or helrv::sl,IFur the cause of Allah means jihad. Zakah may be
spent to buy weapons and help a fighter (even if he is wealthy).
According to hadeeths, hajj and ‘umrah also fall under the cause
of Allah.|8. Wabnis-sabeel means waylarers. A traveler, though
well-off in his own land, deserves zakah funds if case he runs
into difficulties while away from home.
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